Davenport Lodge School

Admissions Policy
Children join the school from the babies@davenportlodgeschool nursery as well as via external recruitment.

Davenport Lodge School admits children, boys and girls in the term in which they are three years old, regardless of race, colour or creed.  Early registration is advised, normally within the child’s first year.  It is anticipated that pupils remain in the school until seven or eight years old.  Demand for places in the school is driven by its academic reputation.

The school has experience of dealing with a range of special needs for those with a moderate levels of difficulties.  It has experience of supporting pupils with speech and language difficulties, hearing difficulties and allergies such as nut allergy with spina bifida, mild autism, mild cerebal palsy, asthma and diabetes.  Specific learning difficulties can be supported, however, parents are expected to fund an initial assessment by an educational psychologist.  

The school will address the individual needs of children to the best of its ability and with reference to the Special Needs Code of Practice 2001, where applicable (see the school’s Special Needs Policy) It has an EYFS SENCO   and a school SENCO (Special Educational Needs Coordinator).  
As part of the application process parents are required to attend an interview with the Principal or a member of the Senior Management Team.  Places are awarded on a first come first served basis but siblings are treated as priority.  Entrance at five years old or later is via an informal interview and assessment.  This is used to inform future planning for the child’s teaching.  A “taster day” is offered to children to help them familiarise themselves with the school atmosphere.
Parents need to complete a registration form after interview and pay a non-returnable registration fee. An offer of a place is made by means of the school’s Acceptance form.  The school’s Standard Terms and Conditions are enclosed with this.  Parents must read these before returning the signed Acceptance form. A deposit is payable on acceptance of the offer of a place. The deposit will be refunded without interest at the end of the child’s final term without interest and less any outstanding fees.
Parents’ knowledge of children’s individual difficulties and any developmental delay need to form the basis of discussion with the Principal at the initial interview.  Prior to admission, parents are invited to discuss with the school the medical needs of the child.  A Health Questionnaire and Confidential Information form must be completed prior to admission by parents. The design of the building permits access for those with mobility problems to the ground floor classrooms and lavatories.  A disabled WC has been installed.

The school is registered with Coventry’s Early Years and Childcare service for Nursery Education Grant which is applied from the term after the child is three years old .The scheme is administered through the school office who contact parents of children entitled to benefit from the scheme.  Termly fees take account of the Nursery Education Grant subsidy. Proof of birth such as a birth certificate or passport must be seen and recorded by the school office staff .

A number of NEF (Nursery Education Funded) places are available for three and four year old children. Enquiries should be made to the school office about these.                                                             
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